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Welcome!  

Welcome to the 2008 -2009 Trickum Middle School Band! This handbook has been written 
as a reference for band members and their parents. It contains information about the band 

program in gener al; schedule, procedures, etcetera. It needs to be kept in the band 
notebook for the first week and then be kept at home. On the first day of class students 

also receive a one -pate list of ban d events for 2008 -2009. We think you will find it helpful. 
In addition, this handbook and a great deal of additional information c an be found on  our 
band website: www.trickumband.net  

Parental support is critical to the musical (and general) development of your child. Ple ase 
try to be involved. C onsult your band handbook as needed throughout the year. We are 

looking forward to many great years with the TMS Band and weôre pleased that you have 
chosen to be a part of  it.  

Musically Yours,  

Mr. Rick Sargent and Mrs. Janice Bengtson, Directors  

 

Why Music Education?  
 
 

Music is  Science:  It is exact, specific and it demands exact acoustics. Printed music is a 
chart, a graph, which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume  changes, melody, and 
harmony all at once and with the most exact control of time.  

 
Music is Mathmatical: It is rhythm ically based on the subdivision  of time into fractions 

which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper.  
 
Music is Foreign Lang uage: Most of the terms are in Italian, German or French and the 

notations are certainly not English -but a highly developed kind of shorthand that uses 
symbols to represent ideas, not unlike the symbols found in computer language. The 

semaphore of music i s the most complete and universal language.  
 

Music is History:  Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation, often 
even the national or ethnic mood. Civilization s are often defined by their art .  
 

Music is Physical Education: It require s fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms, 
lip, cheek and other facial muscles, in addition to extraordinary control of the  

diaphragm , back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the 
ear hears and the mind interprets.  
 

Mus ic is all of these things, but most of all, music is art: It allows a human  
being to take all these dry, sometimes  boring (but difficult) techniques and use them to 

create emotion. That is one thing science cannot duplicate: humanism, feeling, emotion.  

 
 

http://www.trickumband.net/


 

 4  
Trickum Middle School  Band Handbook  2008  

  

 

Goals for the Band Program  
 
A.  Program Goals  

 
This music program will enable students to:  

 

1.  Develop  musical sensitivities and skills to their fullest potential.  
2.  Function in a musicianship role through composing, performing, listening to, 

and evaluating musical works.  
3.  Use music as an outlet for creativity and self -expression.  
4.  Participate enthusiasti cally in musical experiences within a group to achieve 

common goals.  
5.  Be literate in the use of musical vocabulary and notation.  

6.  Become aware of our musical heritage through the study of a variety of 
musical styles and genres.  

7.  Be acquainted with the various  career opportunities within the field of music.  

 
This comprehensive music program should establish for every student a solid and 

permanent relationship with music. This relationship will encourage students to 
participate in and support the a rtistic life o f their community for a life time.  
 

B. Instructional Goals:  
 

The student will:  
 
1.  Develop an interest in and appr eciation of instrumental music . 

2.  Develop correct habits in posture, wind or percussion techniques, and care 
and maintenance of a musical instrumen t.  

3.  Develop discriminating listening and performing skills in tone, intonation, 
and ensemble blend and balance.  

4.  Participate in performances of instrumental music utilizing a wide repertoire 
of music literature.  

5.  Develop a positive director -student , and stude nt -student  relationship s. 

 
C. Directorsô Goals: 

 
In addition to the above, students will:  

 

1.  Develop skills of self -discipline, cooperation, organization and responsibility 
needed for a lifetime of success.  

2.  Develop self -esteem through individual, small group  and whole band 
achievements and performances.  

3.  Show pride in accomplishment through band activities and individual 

awards.  
4.  Work and study at 100% of their potential, both in band and in academic 

areas.  
5.  Educate  and share with  parents, school and community a bout the 

importance of music in society by maintaining high levels of performance, 

visibility and involvement.  
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 Communication  
 
Effective c ommunication between directors, students and parents is essential to the 

smooth, e fficient  operation of our program. These methods of communication will assist 
all involved in reaching the common goals of excellence in music education.  

 
A. Outgoing - In add ition to class announcements and posted notices in the band 
room :  

1. Students received a list of concert/activity dates at the beginning of 
school.  

2. Rehearsal schedules and event reminders will be handed out to students 
and us ually emailed, and posted on  the band website (www.trickumband.net)  

3. Reminders of specific deadlines (i.e. All -State Applications, etc.), concerts 
and other important events will be sent via e -mail at appropriate times.  
4. Important information will be copied into student planners.  

 
B. Incoming -  Parents may reach us by phone or e-mail. Our e -mail addresses :  

 
Rick_Sargent@gwinnett.k12.ga.us  

  Janice@Bengtson@gwinnett.k12.ga.us   

 
We check our e -mail daily . Please be sure to i nclude the student's name on any 

correspondence, particularly e -mail. To avoid computer viruses, we do not open e -
mail form unfamiliar sources.  
 

The Band Room phone number is  (678) 380.7280. Scheduling rarely allows us to 
come to take a phone call Phone me ssages will generally be returned within 24 

hours .  
 
Parents may also send written communication with their students. We will respond , 

if needed , within 24 hours.  

 

Course Offerings and Activities  
 
Sixth Grade Band  

 
No experience necessary. The few weeks  of  school,  students will learn music fundamentals 

through recorder instruction as well as music theory. During this time students will also 
try out band instruments to see which is appropriate for each individual student. After the 
first nine weeks classes will be  divided into like instrument groups for the remainder of the 

year. This allows for specialized instruction and increased time on task.  
 

Sixth grade band will perform a recorder Concert in late September and Band concerts in 
winter and spring. Additi onal performances may be scheduled if the opportunity arises. 
These public performances build pride in students as they share the ir musical 

accomplishments with friends and family.  

 

mailto:Janice@Bengtson@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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Course Offerings contôd 

 
Seventh & Eighth Grade Bands  

 
The student must have previous experience in band or have had a substantial period of 
private lessons on the band instrument. At each grade level two com plete band 

instrumentations make up the classes.  
 

Performing Groups  

Curricular  

 

All bands will perform in at least two concerts per year, as outlined in the GCPS Academic 
Knowledge and Skills. These performances are required of all students and will count  as 
ten percent of the achievement grade for that nine -week period. In order to better 

prepare for a performance, occasional before -school rehearsals may be scheduled, 
combining both classes to rehearse as a  full group. Concert and rehearsal dates and time s 

will be sent well in advance. If a student must miss a concert, the director is to be notified 
in writing by the parent so that an alternative assignment may be worked out. Such 
notification is requested two weeks in advance . Emergency or sickness is the  only 

acceptable reason for ñno showing.ò 
 

 
Extra - Curricular  

All extra -curricular activities require attendance at scheduled rehearsals and acceptable 
academic progress and conduct. These groups represent Trickum Middle School at public 
performances and it  is imperative that we are able to put forth a "top -notch" product.  

 
Jazz Band  

An all - inclusive ensemble that includes  any band instrument, a pianist, guitarist, 
bassist and set drummer. There is no audition for this group, but all AKS Pass -Offs 
must be up  to date, and conduct must be satisfactory. The group will meet from 

8:20 -9:00 (days TBA). Regular rehearsal attendance is r equired.  
 

Pep Band  
This group performs at Trickum home basketball games in January and February. 
The games are played in the Parkvie w HS Gym. There is no audition for this group, 

but all AKS Pass -Offs must be up to date, and conduct must be satisfactory. Before -
school rehearsals are required.  
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Performance Uniform  

 
Performance uniform will: solid black pants, solid black shoes, black socks, and a TMS 
Band polo shirt. Shirts will be ordered near the beginning of the school year. It is 

extremely distracting f or a performer to be on stage with white socks, blue jean s, etc. 
At LGPE (Band Festival) one of our rating captions is "appearance." Performance 

grades will be dependent in part on being on time to warm up and in proper uniform. If 
for some reason a band m ember is unable to acquire necessary uniform parts, the 
director is to be notified  two weeks  in advance  of the scheduled performance so that  

Perhaps a loan can be arranged.  

 

Additional Opportunities  
 
 

District Thirteen Honor Band  
 

A group of select studen ts from our district will spend a Friday and Saturday in 
February at the Georgia Baptist Convention Center in Toccoa, rehearsing with a well -
known director to perform in a terrific concert. Auditions are at the same time and on 

the same material as All Sta te Band Auditions. Students receive a medal in recognition 
of this honor.  

 
 
Middle School All - State Band  

 
This outstanding band consists of the best middle school band students in the state. 

Students are selected for this group by passing the District Ban d audition in December 
with a designated high score and then passing a second statewide audition in January. 

Students are responsible for their own transportation to auditions. Students selected 
for All State Band g o to Savannah in late February, rehearsin g and performing with a 
nationally known composer or director. A medal is also given for this honor. Those 

students intending to audition must pass off their scales to Mr. Sargent or Ms. 
Bengtson by the end of September. Scale requirements are posted at 

ht tp://www.gmea.org (follow links to Band Division/All -State Band).  
 
 

Solo and Ensemble Festival  
 

This is a festival in which students who are well prepared perform as soloists or in 
sma ll groups (duets, trios, etc.) for a judge who gives the performance a rating. A 
superior rating (1) earns the student a blue medal and an excellent rating (2) earns the 

student a red medal. There is no required list, but music needs to be appropriate in 
nature and difficulty. Ensembles must have all parts covered. Accompanie d solos must 

be performed with accompaniment.  
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 Additional Opportunities Contôd 
 
Large Group Performance Evaluation (LGPE) (a.k.a. Band Festival)  
 
This is a festival for school bands that p erform three selections from a state 

approved list for a rating. 7th Grade Band and 8th Grade Band will perform in this 
event. Three judges will rate the bands for overall scores. A fourth judge will rate 

the band in sight - reading. The ratings are the same  as mentioned above. Extra 
rehearsals and pass -offs will be required for Festival participation.  

 
Jazz Festival  
 

This festival is for school jazz bands that perform three jazz selections. Three judges 
will rate the band for an overall score. The ratings are the same as for LGPE. Jazz 

Festival is in April.  
 

Grading Policy  
 

Trickum students receive a grade each nine weeks in achievement, effort, and 
conduct.  
 

 
Achievement  

 
Trickum Band Students' achievement grade will be calculated using a weighted point 
system. This system has proven over the years to be fair and flexible. All points 

count the same, so a student can use one area to make up for points lost in another. 
The weighting is as follows:  

 
50%  -  Class Participation -  Students will earn 3 points per c lass period for 
participation. Missing materials result in a one point deduction (per item). The 

instrument itself is a two point deduction. Ex. - If a student forgets his/her 
instrument, but participates by following along and marking music, he/she will 

ear n 1 point for that day. Of course, there will be some extenuating 
circumstances. A student whose instrument is in the repair shop will not be 

penalized as long as procedure is  followed.  
 
Excuses -Any time a student is unable to participate in class or is u nable to 

attend a scheduled performance, the director is to be  
must be furnished to the director when:  

 
1.  The student's instrument is being repaired and cannot be brought to 

school. (Bring your mouthpiece, reeds etc. as we may have an 

instrument you can bor row).  
 

2.  Illness, physical problem, braces adjustment prevent the student 
from playing in class. Bring your instrument/music and finger along.  

 

3. The student will miss a scheduled performance. If this is non -      
emergency, please notify the directors two w eeks in advance . 
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 Grading Policy Contôd 
 

30%  -  Tests (playing or written ) -  There will be regular playing tests 

assigned as well as occasional written tests.  
 

 
10%  -  Concert  -  Concert performance is the culmination of all that we do in a 
band class. There fore it is expected that all band members attend 

performances . A quality performance is a team effort and is the result of 100% 
of its members. If anyone player is out the performance is adversely affected. 

Transportation to and from concerts is the respon sibility of the parent. Please 
mark your calendar accordingly. If, for some reason, your child needs help with 
transportation, let us know  at least two weeks in advance  and we can try to find 

another parent who can help. This works very well if enough time  is given. 
Students will be given academic credit for participating in scheduled concerts. 

Roll will be checked. The Concert Grade is in part based upon the student being 
on time for warm up and in proper uniform unless other arrangements are made 
in advan ce. Please plan accordingly.  

 
 

The following guidelines will determine the nature of an absence from a 
concert:  

 

A. Excused -  an absence due to illness or a family emergency. Students 
will be given an alternative way to earn their grade. Extenuating 

circum stances may be given consideration by the directors. Parents must  
notify the director two weeks in  advance of the concert in all cases except 
emergencies if the student wishes to receive make -up work. Otherwise, 

the absence will be considered "unexcused." Mr. Sargent or Ms. Bengtson 
can be reached by e -mail at or by phone.  

 
B. Unexcused -  all absences other than illness or emergencies. *Note:  
transportation to and from Concerts is the responsibility of the parent  and 

does not constitute an emergency . Conce rts are planned well in advance. 
Please make the necessary arrangements for your student.  

 
 

10%  -  Practice Charts -Practice Charts require a parent signature and are due 
on the first Band Class of each week. One point is given for each fifty minutes 
(30 for  6th Grade) of practice time for the week (five points max). The required 

amount (to earn 100% in this category) is three points per week, or 150 
minutes per week (90 for 6th Grade). This can be distributed however you 

choose, though 30 minutes  /  day times  five days is ideal. These are ñrollover 
points,ò so if a student falls short one week, extra points can be earned another 
week to make it up.  
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 Grading Policy Contôd 
 

Effort  
E = Excellent  

S = Satisfactory  
N = Needs improvement  
U = Unsatisfactory  

 
 

This gr ade is based on a student's level of class participation , work ethic, and 
completion of a ssignments / practice charts.  

 
Conduct  

E = Excellent  

S = Satisfactory  
N = Needs improvement  

U = Unsatisfactory  
 

 

This grade is based on a student's adherence to class  procedures and expectations, 
which are outlined later in this handbook. A copy of the Band Room Rules and 

consequences for non -compliance, will be posted in the band room .  
 
*Represent yourself at your best ï always!  

Classroom Information  
 
Materials neede d  

 
1.  Instrument in good working order!  

 
2.  Books: Available at local music stores  

 
6th grade -  Essential Elements 2000 Book 1  
 

7th grade -  Essential Elements 2000 Book 2, Foundations for Superior 
Performance  

 
8th grade -  Essential Techniques 2000, Foundations for Superior 
Performance  

 
3.  Three ring hard sided binder with pockets. All sheet music, etc. will be kept 

here.  
 

4.  Pencil and highlighter: Every day!  

 
5. Metronome: This is certainly not required, but highly recommended, as it will 

help students practice with grea ter rhythmic accuracy.  
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 Classroom Information Contôd 
 

6. Supplies:  
 

Valved Brass  -  valve oil, tuning slide grease, cleaning "snake"(for home 
use), mouthpiece brush  
 

Trombones  -  slide cream, tuning slide grease, cleaning "snake"(for 
home use), and mouthpie ce brush  

 
Flutes  -  Cotton handkerchief or similar cloth for cleaning, tuning rod  
 

Clarinets  -  3 good reeds daily! (Vandoren, La Voz, Mitchell Lurie, Rico 
Royal), Cloth swab (cotton handkerchief type), reed guard, Bonade or 

Rovner ligature.  
 
Saxes  -3 good r eeds daily! (same brands mentioned above), cloth swab, 

reed guard, sturdy neck strap, ligature, and mouthpiece.  
 

Oboe and Bassoon  -2 good reeds daily! swab, reed case  
 
Percussion  -Stick bag with: good quality SD1 or 2B sticks, one pair 

"real" bell mallets,  one pair med. yarn marimba mallets (Musser, Mike 
Balter, Yamaha, etc.), one pair general timpani mallets (Vic Firth, Mike 

Balter, etc.)  
 
 

Recommended Mouthpieces  
 

Instrument   6 th  Grade      7 th /8 th  Grade  
Clarinet   B45, 5RV lyre, HS* Jewel    same  
Saxophone   Rousseau 4, Selmer C*    Same  

Trumpet   7C      Bach 5C, Stork 3C  
Horn    11       Yamaha 30B  

Trombone/Euph.  Bach 5G      6 ½ AL, 5G  
Tuba  24AW       Conn Helleberg  
 

 
Mouthpieces and  other supplies are available at local music stores , through mail 

order , or onl ine . A list of local vendors is included at the back of the handbook for 
your convenience.  

 
 
**Please feel free to consult Mr. Sargent and Ms. Bengtson regarding the purchase of 

an instrument. Lowest price does not necessarily mean best value. As an inform ed 
consumer , we can help  you can get the most for your money.  

 




